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WINSFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Report  for  1951 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wins  ford  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential  matters 
affecting  the  Public  Health  of  the  Town  during  the  year  1951. 

SECTION  A— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 

Area  .  7,094  acres 

Population — Registrar-General’s  latest  estimate  of 


population  (mid-1951)  12,770 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951) .  3,807 

Rateable  value  .  £56,483 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  £215 


The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year  relate 
to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers  by  the  Registrar-General  : — 


Live  Births— Legitimate 

Total 

212 

M. 

114 

F. 

98 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

2 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population, 
16.91. 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

7 

3 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

(live  and  still  births), 
31.39. 

Deaths 

165 

79 

86 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population, 
12.92. 


After  adjustment  by 
the  Comparability 
Factor,  13.17, 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  18.51 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  18.86 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 
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21 

Nil 

Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 


The  following  table  compares  the  main  statistics  for  1951 
with  the  years  1940-1950  :  — 

No.  of 
No.  of  Deaths 


Year 

Population 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Deaths 

from 

Cancer 

from 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

1940 

...  11,340 

16.04 

15.60 

60.43 

25 

4 

1941 

...  11,580 

15.37 

11.39 

48.38 

17 

5 

1942 

...  11,230 

18.78 

13.53 

37.91 

17 

5 

1943 

...  10,850 

16.95 

13.82 

21.73 

20 

5 

1944 

...  10,760 

17.47 

14.21 

79.78 

16 

9 

1945 

...  10,720 

16.13 

14.64 

17.34 

16 

6 

1946 

...  11,300 

20.00 

11.50 

22.12 

10 

6 

1947 

...  11,640 

22.85 

14.26 

33.83 

22 

6 

1948 

...  12,050 

19.33 

13.19 

21.45 

23 

5 

1949 

...  12,100 

18.92 

12.81 

34.93 

19 

3 

1950 

...  12,490 

17.22 

12.58 

27.90 

19 

3 

1951 

...  12,770 

16.91 

12.92 

18.51 

21 

2 

Causes  of  Death — 1951 

( Taken  from  the  Registrar-General’ s  Tables) 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

M. 

2 

F. 

Total 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

- — 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections . 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

1 

3 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .. 

1 

1 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  . 

5 

6 

11 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

15 

21 

36 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina . 

8 

4 

12 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . 

14 

14 

28 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease . 

4 

2 

6 

22. 

Influenza  . 

4 

6 

10 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

— 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

5 

5 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

3 

4 

2 


26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

34.  All  other  accidents  . 

35.  Suicide  . 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total  ... 


3—3 

2—2 

1  —  1 

3—3 

-22 
7  10  17 

1  —  1 

2  2 


79  86  165 


SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(A)  Provided  by  the  District  Council 

(1)  Staff 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


W.  W.  White,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Meat  Inspector. 

T.  H.  Rogerson,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Miss  H.  Oakes. 

Cert.  Shorthand-Typist. 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  in  Manchester,  which 
are  provided  free  of  charge  to  the  Winsford  Urban  District 
Council,  proved  adequate  during  the  year. 

(3)  Environmental  Services 

Details  of  the  other  Services,  e.g.,  Sanitary  and  Housing 
Inspections,  Food  Examinations,  etc.,  etc.,  provided  by  the  Wins¬ 
ford  Urban  District  Council,  are  recorded  later  in  this  report. 

(B)  Isolation  Hospital  Services 

Davenham  Isolation  Hospital,  under  the  North  and  Mid- 
Cheshire  Hospital  Management  Committee,  provided  hospital 
treatment  for  the  area’s  infectious  cases  and  during  the  year 
admitted  14  patients  from  the  Winsford  Urban  District. 


(Services  shared  by 
the  other  three  Mid- 
Cheshire  Districts,  the 
County  Council  and 
the  N.  &  M.W. 
H.M.C.) 

(Winsford  Urban 
District  Council  only.) 

- — ditto — 

—ditto— 
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(C)  Provided  by  the  County  Council 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  officers  discharging  duties 
in  the  Urban  area  under  the  following  Services  :  School  Medical, 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Tuberculosis,  School  Dental,  Health 
Visiting,  Weights  and  Measures  Inspection,  Specialist  Services, 
e.g.,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Home  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery 
Services,  etc.,  etc. 

(D)  Provided  by  the  Mid-Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee 
(under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council) 

The  Mid-Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee  provided  the 
following  Services  :  — 

(a)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Schemes 

The  work  done  during  the  year  1951  in  Winsford  Urban 
District  is  detailed  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

No.  of  children  who  have  completed  treatment 

during  1951 . 124 

In  addition,  70  booster  injections  were  given. 

Vaccinations  against  Smallpox 

No.  of  children  who  have  been  vaccinated  during 

1951  26 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

No.  of  children  who  have  been  treated  during  1951  5 

The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme  was  curtailed  during 

the  year  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Infantile  Paralysis  in  the 

country.  It  was  thought  advisable  to  discontinue  mass  immunisa¬ 
tion  from  August  until  October. 

A  certain  number  of  children  received  the  protective  treat¬ 
ment  at  their  own  doctors’  surgeries  and  at  home.  The  protective 
treatments  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Smallpox 
remain  a  free  Service  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

(b)  Sitting  Case  Car  and  Ambulance  Service 

The  service  provided  in  the  area,  primarily  for  Mid-Cheshire, 
has  dealt  with  the  Winsford  Urban  cases  expeditiously  and  with¬ 
out  serious  complaint  throughout  the  year. 

(c)  Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After-Care 

A  variety  of  medical  equipment  and  comforts  were  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  sick  in  a  number  of  homes  during  the  year. 

(d)  Domestic  Help •  Service 

Domestic  Helps  have  been  provided  during  1951  in  the  local 
households,  chiefly  for  confinements ;  for  old  aged  patients  unable 
to  gain  admission  to  Hospital ;  and  in  cases  of  sickness  of  the 
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housewife,  e.g.,  Tuberculosis,  Rheumatoid  Arthritis,  etc. 

SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  generally  is  furnished  in  bulk  and  detail 
by  the  Mid-  and  South-East  Cheshire  Water  Board.  This  supply 
during  1951  has  been  satisfactory,  both  as  regards  quality  and 
quantity,  as  the  bacteriological  reports  on  22  samples  amply  show. 

Four  dwelling  houses  on  the  Bostock  Road,  which  previously 
were  lacking  in  pressure,  are  now  satisfactorily  supplied  by  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Northwich  mains  in  that  part  of  the  district. 

The  supply  position  of  some  fifteen  properties  in  Foxwist 
Green  is  far  from  good.  Under  an  old  agreement  these  properties 
were  provided  with  free  supplies  when  the  Council  was  the  Water 
Supply  Authority.  T  understand,  however,  from  the  Board’s 
Water  Engineer  that  these  free  supplies  to  Foxwist  Green  are 
now  causing  considerable  difficulty,  and  the  small  diameter  mains 
are  inadequate  and  require  renewal.  At  present  the  whole  quest' on 
of  free  supplies  is  under  consideration  by  the  Board’s  Regal 
Advisors  and  consequently  no  action  which  may  prejudice  the 
position  can  be  taken  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

The  undermentioned  three  farms  and  three  cottages  are  not 
supplied  from  the  public  mains  water  supply  :  — 

Petty  Pool  Farm,  White  gate; 

Keepers  Cottage,  Whit  eg  ate 

The  water  supply  is  provided  by  a  shallow  well,  fed  by  a  land 
spring  which  is  situated  on  rising  land,  approx.  300  yards  from 
the  properties.  The  well  is  constructed  of  9-inch  brickwork  and 
provides  a  constant  gravity  fed  pipe  supply  to  bib  taps  within  the 
farm  and  cottage. 

Bark  House  Cottages  (2) 

These  cottages  are  supplied  by  a  shallow  well,  fed  by  sub¬ 
soil  water  through  agricultural  pipes  situated  approx.  5  yards  from 
the  roadway  and  approx.  25  yards  from  the  properties.  The  rec¬ 
tangular  well  maintains  a  continuous  supply  at  a  three-inch  water 
level. 

Knights  Grange  Farm,  Grange  Lane 

Supply  is  provided  by  a  shallow  well,  fed  by  a  land  spring 
situated  in  a  swampy  depression  on  rising  land  approx,  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  farm.  The  well  provides  a  constant  gravity  fed 
piped  supply  direct  to  four  400  gallon  storage  tanks  on  the  farm, 
thence  through  a  softener  to  a  soft-water  storage  tank  and  so  on 
to  bib  pipes  within  the  premises. 


Church  House  Farm,  Swanlow 

This  farm  is  supplied  by  a  shallow  well,  situated  approx.  30 
yards  from  the  premises.  The  well  is  in  a  slight  depression  with 
ground  on  all  sides  falling  towards  it,  and  it  is  fed  by  sub-soil 
water  from  field  pipes.  This  water  is  also  used  for  farm  purposes, 
being  pumped  from  the  well  to  a  storage  tank  in  the  hay  loft  and 
then  gravity  fed  to  the  shippons. 

(The  position  as  to  the  water  supplies  to  the  above  six 
properties  at  the  time  of  writing  is  under  review.) 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  P.  Heaton,  the  Surveyor  and  Engineer 
of  the  Council,  for  the  following  statement  : — 

“  During  the  past  year  the  main  sewage  works  of  the 
Council  on  the  West  side  of  the  bottom  flash  have  been  raised 
and  reconstructed,  including  the  provision  of  new  screening 
and  detritus  chambers  and  the  construction  of  additional 
settling  tanks  and  storm  tank. 

“  Similar  work  is  in  hand  at  the  sewage  works  on  the 
East  side  of  the  flashes  opposite  the  above  and  will  be  carried 
to  completion. 

“  In  both  the  above  cases  additional  capacity  has  been 
provided  to  cope  with  the  extra  flow  from  the  new  housing 
estate,  particularly  the  Dene  Estate  of  560  houses. 

“  Sewage  works  are  still  required  in  two  of  the  Council’s 
areas  previously  referred  to,  viz.,  Swanlow  South  and  Littler 
Lane.  In  the  Whitegate  Village  area,  plans  of  a  complete 
sewage  scheme,  including  outfall  works,  have  been  prepared. 
These  provide  for  the  sewering  of  the  existing  village, 
together  with  the  new  development  estate  about  to  be  com¬ 
menced  adjoining  the  village  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to 
build  a  number  of  higher  income  group  houses.” 


Closet  Conversion 


The  progress  of  the  work  of  converting  pail  and  privy 
during  the  year  can  be  summarised  as  follows  :  — 

i.  Total  number  of  pails  and  privies  requiring  con¬ 
version  at  the  commencement  of  the  year . 

ii.  Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during 

the  ^ ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..*.  ... 


closets 


277 

19 


iii.  Total  number  of  conversions  completed  during 
the  year  . 


26 


iv.  Total  number  of  conversions  for  which  Statutory 
Notices  have  been  served  during  the  year,  and 
upon  which  work  was  commenced,  or  is  expected 
to  commence  shortly  .  17 
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v.  Total  number  of  pails  and  privies  requiring  con¬ 
version  at  the  close  of  the  year  .  251 

The  total  of  251  pails  and  privies  requiring  conversion  are 
chiefly  concerned  with  premises  which  are  in  the  rural  or  semi- 
rural  parts  of  the  district  not  provided  with  adequate  sewage 
facilities,  yet  are  supplied  with  a  sufficient  water  supply.  It  is 
hoped  to  reduce  these  conservancy  closets  considerably  when  the 
Swanlow  South  and  Whitegate  sewage  schemes  are  provided  and 
completed. 

Recreational  Fields  and  Open  Spaces 

The  new  Cricket  Pavilion  on  the  Dene  Estate  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  and  in  addition  further  land  provisionally  acquired  from 
I.C.I.  to  increase  the  size  of  this  recreational  area. 

The  I.C.I.  have  also,  by  agreement  with  the  Council,  acquired 
a  large  area  of  land  on  the  Dene  Estate  which  is  being  laid  out 
on  approved  lines  for  recreational  purposes  including  football 
pitch,  bowling  green,  tennis  courts,  etc. 

The  completion  of  this  by  the  firm  will  provide,  along  with 
the  areas  already  provided  by  the  Council,  a  central  recreational 
area  totalling  about  20  acres,  thus  bringing  into  being  the  public 
park  envisaged  in  the  plan  of  the  Dene  Estate. 

On  the  estate  it  should  be  remembered,  there  are  open  spaces 
at  intervals,  it  being  felt  that  it  is  better  to  have  a  number  of  small 
scattered  play  fields  in  addition  to  one  large  central  one  as  children 
appear  to  prefer  to  play  near  their  own  homes  than  to  go  further 
afield. 

Canal  Boats 

No  canal  boats  are  now  registered  with  the  Council. 

Five  inspections  have  been  made  in  regard  to  minor  repairs, 
which  were  remedied  forthwith. 

Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice 

This  service  is  administered  through  the  Council  Surveyor’s 
Department,  which  employs  one  man  full  time  on  this  work. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  is  none  in  the  district. 

Licensed  Camping  Sites 

There  are  five  camping  sites  accommodating  approx.  100 
moveable  dwellings  in  the  district,  three  of  which  are  situated 
on  land  near  to  and  overlooking  the  River  Weaver,  the  remain¬ 
ing  two  being  in  the  Whitegate  part  of  the  district. 
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Fifteen  inspections  of  the  sites  were  made  during  1951  and 
two  informal  notices  served.  One  of  the  sites  was  found  to  be 
congested  and  this  has  since  been  largely  remedied,  together  with 
the  improvement  of  the  existing  sanitary  facilities. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  Council’s  open  air  swimming  baths  have  been  maintained 
in  a  good  condition,  analyses  of  the  bath  water  when  taken  proving 
satisfactory. 

River  Pollution 

There  is  no  measurable  pollution  of  the  river  in  Winsford 
from  the  town’s  sewage  works.  The  River  Weaver  flowing 
through  the  town  is  polluted  beyond  fish  holding  capacity  up  to  the 
upper  flash  above  the  town,  but  the  most  heavily  stocked  stretch 
of  the  Weaver  in  the  whole  of  its  length  is  immediately  below 
Winsford  down  to  Hartford,  beyond  this  to  the  sea  there  is  little 
or  no  fish  life. 

Schools  in  the  Area 

There  are  nine  schools,  including  the  Verdin  Grammar  School. 
Seven  of  these  have  satisfactory  closet  accommodation,  whilst  the 
remaining  two  (Darnhall  and  Whitegate)  have  pails,  as  no  adequate 
sewerage  facilities  are  available.  Proposed  housing  developments 
in  Whitegate  should  provide  proper  sewage  for  the  school  in  that 
locality,  and  any  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Swanlow  South  area 
would  definitely  incorporate  the  Darnhall  School  premises.  All 
schools  are  supplied  with  a  satisfactory  mains  water  supply. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 

Statement  of  Inspections  Made  and  Notices  Issued. 

.  (Based  upon  a  statement  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Results  of  Service  of  Notices 

Nature  of  Inspections  made 

u. 

« 

Notices  Served 

Notice 

Re- 

Prosecutions 

£ 

3 

z 

Statu¬ 

tory 

Inform¬ 

al 

com¬ 

plied 

with 

maining 

in 

hand 

Insti¬ 

tuted 

Pend¬ 

ing 

1. 

Dwelling  Houses  (General  In¬ 
spections) 

297 

3 

36 

35 

1 

2. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

15 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3. 

Privy  Middens,  Earth  Closets, 
Peat  Pails,  Cesspool  Privies  ... 

210 

19 

34 

48 

7 

4. 

Cesspools  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

House  Drainage  ... 

176 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Ditches,  Water  Courses,  etc. 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Offensive  Accumulations 

5 

— 

2 

2 

( - 

— 

— 

8 

Keeping  of  Animals 

10 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

o 
«-/  • 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

15 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Slaughter  Houses  (Public) 

967 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  (Private)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  places  where  food  is  pro¬ 
duced  or  sold  ... 

237 

4 

n. 

Dairies 

54 

— 

17 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

57 

— 

37 

37 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Factories  with  mechanical  Power 

36 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  buildings) 
Outworkers’  premises 

14 

8 

2 

— 

5 

) 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Ashbins 

20 

1 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Butchers  Shops  ... 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15. 

Overcrowding 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16, 

Places  of  Amusement  ... 

6 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Verminous  Premises 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Water  Closets 

16 

— 

4 

3 

1 

— - 

— 

19 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

12 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— ■ 

— 

20. 

Water  Supply 

6 

— 

6 

4 

2 

— 

— 

21 

Shops 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22. 

Miscellaneous 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

•  — 

23. 

River  Boats 

5 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  revisits 

38 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

25. 

Interviews... 

296 

Totals  — 

2600 

24 

172 

178 

12 

— 

— 

9 


Factories  Inspection 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  without  Mechanical 
Power 

12 

14 

5 

— 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 

50 

36 

2 

— 

Other  Premises 

5 

8 

1 

— 

Totals 

67 

58 

8 

— 

Defects  found  in  Factories. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 

H.M.  Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

5 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: — 

Insufficient  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

8 

— 

— 

SECTION  D— HOUSING 

During  the  year  108  permanent  houses  were  erected.  This 
brings  the  total  of  post-war  dwellings  erected  to  496  permanent 
and  50  temporary  houses.  These  are  sited  as  follows  : — 


Site 

Houses  constructed 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

Grange  Lane  and  Meadow  Bank  ... 

56 

_ 

Park  Avenue  ... 

40 

— 

Gladstone  Street,  Woodford  Lane  and  Moss  Bank 

50 

— 

Crook  Lane 

12 

— 

Seaton  Street,  Hewitt  Drive  and  Beckett  Avenue 

36 

— 

Siddorn  Street,  Overwav,  Coronation  Avenue,  etc. 
Kingsway,  Hill  Street,  Massey  Avenue  and  prefabricated 

50 

— 

bungalows 

42 

52 

Dene  Site 

— 

473 

Greville  Drive  and  Lodge  Drive 

— 

20 

Special  Bungalow  for  Paraplegic  Ex-service  man 

— 

1 

10 


Dene  Estate 

This  is  virtually  completed  and  certainly  will  be  finished  early 
in  1952.  The  estate,  commenced  in  1946,  has  526  Council  houses, 
together  with  34  private  houses  either  built  or  under  construction. 

Greville  Estate 

Work  on  this  estate  is  about  to  commence.  This  is  on  a 
similar  scale  to  that  of  the  Dene  Estate,  with  the  same  basis  of 
layout. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  earmark  new  sites  at  the  moment,  as 
the  Greville  Estate  will  provide  for  a  normal  3  years’  building 
programme. 

Whitegate 

Reference  has  been  previously  made  to  this  housing  estate. 
The  Council  are  buying  land  and  developing  and  selling  the  plots 
to  purchasers  to  build  their  own  houses. 

The  table  below  outlines  the  main  housing  activities  of  the 

Council  in  administering  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

■ 

I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspec¬ 
ted  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts) . 184 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  . 297 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation .  2 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  76 

II.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices  :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  55 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10,  12  and  16 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  . .  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect 
of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied .  27 
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(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
Formal  Notices  .  22 

(a)  By  owners  .  21 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . .  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and 

13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  .  4 

SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

Two  distributors  were  registered  and  issued  with  special 
designation  licences  during  the  year.  These  comprised  a  dairyman 
retailing  from  a  local  dairy  with  licence  for  the  sale  of  accredited 
milk,  and  a  grocer  with  licence  to  retail  bottled  pasteurised  milk 
from  a  newly  constructed  shop  on  one  of  the  larger  local  camping 
sites. 


There  are  now  eight  local  milk  distributors  and  these  can  be 
classified  as  follows  : — 

Retail  trade  from  local  dairies .  5 

Retail  trade  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  from  vans 

and  carts  .  1 

Retail  trade  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  from  shop 

premises  .  1 

Retail  trade  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  under 

Supplementary  Licences  .  1 


The  licences  held  by  these  distributors  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1949,  are  as  follows  :  — 


Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Tuberculin 
Tested  ”  . 


2 


Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Tuberculin 

Tested  ”  (Pasteurised)  .  3 

Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  4 

Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “  Accredited  ”  1 

Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designa¬ 
tion  “Tuberculin  Tested”  (Pasteurised)  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designa¬ 
tion  “  Pasteurised  ”  .  ...  1 
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Numerous  visits  have  been  made  to  these  dairies  during  the 
year,  and  dairymen  have  been  advised  on  various  matters  within 
the  scope  of  the  Regulations.  These  traders  are  also  given  written 
intimation  whenever  legislation  affecting  the  distributive  side  of 
the  trade  is  issued  by  the  appropriate  Ministries. 

The  dairy  on  the  Council’s  Dene  Housing  Estate  was 
improved  and  remodelled  to  give  larger  accommodation. 

None  of  these  local  dairies  is  equipped  with  mechanical  bottle 
washers. 

During  the  year  20  samples  of  milk  retailed  in  the  area  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  cleanliness  tests, 
and  also  in  the  case  of  pasteurised  milk  for  tests  on  the  efficiency 
of  the  heat  treatment. 


The  results  of  these  samples  are  as  follows  : — 


Grade. 

Satisfactory 

U  nsatis factory. 

Ungraded  Raw  Milk . 

...  8 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  Milk  ... 

3 

1 

Pasteurised . 

4 

— 

Accredited  . 

1 

— 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  at  the  two  local 
dairies  concerned,  but  the  results  could  not  be  attributed  to  faults 
in  the  handling  of  the  milk  or  the  cleansing  of  bottles,  etc.,  on  these 
premises.  The  County  Milk  Production  Officer  was  therefore 
advised  and  steps  were  taken  from  that  direction  to  effect  a  remedy, 
but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  “  follow-up  ”  visit  cannot  be  made 
immediately  to  the  farm  premises  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary 
Officers,  as  this  would  undoubtedly  give  the  opportunity  to  estab¬ 
lish  quickly  the  defective  link  in  the  chain  of  milk  production 
and  distribution.  As  it  is,  some  time  must  necessarily  elapse 
before  visits  can  be  made  by  the  appropriate  Ministerial  official. 

(b)  Ice  Cream 

Only  five  applications  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  were  received 
during  the  year,  a  wrapped  product  being  retailed  from  each  of 
these  shops. 


There  are  now  45  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  ice  cream.  Manufacture  is  carried  out  at  two  premises 
only — at  one  by  the  heat  treatment  process  and  at  the  other  by 
the  “  cold-mix  ”  method. 
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Many  routine  inspections  and  advisory  visits  have  been  made 
to  these  premises,  and  35  samples  of  all  makes  retailed  in  the 
town  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Manchester,  for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  The 
results  of  these  samples  with  comparative  percentages  for  the 
previous  twelve  months  are  tabulated  below  :  — 


Provisioned 

No.  of 

Percentage 

Percentage 

Grading 

Samples 

195! 

1950 

1 

26 

74.28% 

72.72% 

2 

6 

17.14% 

13.64% 

3 

2 

5.71% 

4.54% 

4 

1 

2.87% 

9.10% 

The  gradual  improvement  in  the  post-war  production  of  ice 
cream  is  very  gratifying  and  the  trade  as  a  whole  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  efforts  attained  in  marketing  a  clean  and 
wholesome  commodity. 

(c)  Food  Premises 

The  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  was  continued 
throughout  the  year  and  a  complete  survey  of  all  food  premises 
holding  catering  licences  was  commenced. 

Community  feeding  which  offers  many  possibilities  for  the 
transmission  of  infection  has  been  greatly  extended,  not  only  in 
the  commercial  field  but  also  in  schools,  civic  restaurants  and 
industrial  canteens.  With  this  in  mind  it  was  decided  to  carry  out 
first,  a  detailed  survey  of  industrial  and  school  canteens  in  the 
district,  as  these  establishments  are  providing  the  bulk  of  the  food 
consumed  away  from  home.  In  Winsford  nearly  two  thousand 
meals  are  consumed  daily  in  these  canteens ;  schools  providing 
approximately  953  meals,  and  industrial  canteens  approximately 
91 1  meals  per  day. 

The  object  of  the  survey  was  to  expose  any  unintentional 
mistakes  which  may  ultimately  prove  to  be  potential  sources  of 
food  poisoning;  to  ascertain  the  compliance  or  otherwise  with 
existing  legislation,  e.g.,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the 
more  recent  Clean  Food  Byelaws;  and  finally  as  a  result  of  these 
enquiries  to  request  the  authorities  or  persons  concerned  to  make 
improvements  wherever  necessary. 

Particular  attention  is  being  paid  to  three  main  points  which 
influence  the  prevalence  of  food  poisoning,  viz.  : — 

(a)  the  methods  of  preparation  and  handling  of  certain 
foods  which  make  suitable  media  for  the  growth  of 
food  poisoning  organisms. 
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In  this  connection  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in 
the  local  canteens  most  made-up  foods  of  meat,  custards, 
etc.  are  consumed  in  the  canteens  on  the  same  day  on 
which  they  are  prepared,  and  unconsumed  remains 
being  disposed  of  promptly  and  not  re-heated  and 
served  on  the  following  day.  The  consumption  of  such 
made-up  foods  on  the  day  following  their  initial  pre¬ 
paration  is  one  of  the  main  causes  of  food  poisoning; 

(b)  The  provision  of  such  equipment  as  is  considered 
essential  to  improve  the  hygienic  practices  in  these 
premises,  e.g.,  adequate  number  of  sinks,  refrigerators, 
etc. 

Here  again  made-up  foods  require  prompt  and 
adequate  cooling  after  preparation  to  discourage  the 
growth  of  bacteria  and  this  calls  for  refrigerators,  which 
are  still  unprovided  in  many  of  the  industrial  and 
school  canteens.  An  adequate  number  of  sinks  and  a 
generous  supply  of  very  hot,  clean  water,  plus  the  use 
of  good  detergents,  are  all  needed  if  canteen  crockery, 
etc.  are  to  be  properly  cleansed.  Whilst  the  use  of 
tea-towels  for  crockery  drying  may  be  sufficient  in  a 
home,  they  cannot  be  regarded  as  at  all  satisfactory  for 
use  in  canteens ; 

(c)  the  care  taken  by  the  personnel  in  maintaining  a  high 
standard  of  personal  cleanliness  amongst  themselves. 

Good  accommodation  and  equipment  facilitate  the 
safe  production  of  canteen  meals,  but  it  is  still  largely 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  workers  to  safeguard  their 
public  from  the  more  dangerous  food  infections.  In 
this  respect  advice  and  instruction  were  given  during 
the  inspectors’  visits,  but  it  was  felt  that  a  more 
ambitious  approach  should  be  given  on  this  educational 
work  at  some  future  date  when  more  time  is  available. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  various  improvements  have  been 
made  at  these  canteen  premises  since  the  survey  was  completed, 
and  in  one  case  the  interior  of  an  industrial  canteen  was  completely 
re-modelled  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  sanitary  inspector. 

Ninety-two  food  premises  in  the  town  are  registered  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  prepara¬ 
tion,  manufacture  or  sale  of  food  and  these  premises  are  classified 
as  follows  : — 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  prepared  meats,  etc.  ...  32 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  fried  fish .  14 

Registered  premises  for  the  process  of  tripe  dressing  (offen¬ 
sive  trade)  .  . .  1 

Registered  premises  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream  45 
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(d)  Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the 
year.  The  patient,  a  male  aged  36  years,  was  admitted  to  Daven- 
ham  Isolation  Hospital  suffering  from  symptoms  suggestive  of 
Para-typhoid  Fever.  As  one  of  the  family  was  employed  as 
cook  in  a  school  canteen,  specimens  of  all  contacts  together  with  a 
sample  of  suspected  meat  pie,  which  had  been  consumed  by  the 
patient,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Man¬ 
chester,  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  specimens  and 
sample  proved  negative  and  the  patient  recovered  after  eight  days 
of  treatment  in  hospital. 

(e)  Meat 

Meat  Inspection  again  became  an  important  Public  Health 
duty,  there  being  a  central  Ministry  of  Food  abattoir  and  a  C.W.S. 
Bacon  Factory  within  the  Urban  area.  The  abattoir  caters  for  a 
population  of  approximately  68,240  embracing  Winsford  and  both 
the  Northwich  Urban  and  Rural  districts. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  C.W.S.  Bacon  Factory 
for  the  following  information  on  his  factory’s  activities  during 
1951  :  — 

“  During  the  year  under  review  the  killings  averaged  1,775 
pigs  weekly  to  give  an  overall  throughout  of  92,211  pigs.  This 
figure  shows  an  expansiQn  in  the  region  of  some  one  hundred 
pigs  weekly  over  the  preceding  year,  and  doubtless  comparison 
would  have  been  even  more  favourable  had  it  not  been  necessary, 
during  the  initial  half  of  the  year,  to  divert  a  large  proportion 
of  bacon  pigs  to  local  abattoirs  to  supplement  the  domestic  meat 
ration. 

“  Nevertheless,  the  year  has  been  one  of  continued  expansion 
in  all  branches  of  activity  and  this  was  particularly  evident  in  the 
output  of  such  ancillary  productions  as  Meat  Meal,  Meat  and 
Bone  Fertilizers  and  Blood  Meal.  The  production  of  Open  Pack 
Meat  productions  also  reached  a  high  level,  consistent  with  the 
increase  in  availability  of  raw  materials. 

“  A  substantial  quantity  of  Argentinean  frozen  mutton 
trimmings  affected  with  caseous  lymphadenitis  sent  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  was  also  processed  under  strict  supervision  prior  to  being 
released  for  the  manufacture  of  cooked  meats.  Additionally,  cans 
of  Corned  Beef  which  were  delivered  to  the  Factory  for  inspection 
were  also  reprocessed  into  open  pack  meat  products. 

“  The  Winsford  Hatchery  dealt  with  56,759  Day  Old  Chicks, 
Turkeys,  Geese,  Ducks,  etc.,  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  some 
14,000  birds  were  killed  and  dressed  for  the  table.” 
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The  following,  based  upon  a  statement  by  the  Meat  Inspector, 
Mr.  White,  is  a  summary  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
during  the  year  :  — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


> 

Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1788 

1557 

833 

8422 

93175 

Number  inspected  ... 

1788 

1557 

833 

8422 

93175 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

16 

28 

21 

83 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

168 

328 

10 

565 

3385 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected,  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

9.73% 

22.09% 

4.56% 

6.96% 

3.72% 

Tuberculosis  Only:- 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

43 

— 

— 

68 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

209 

630 

1 

7728 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected,  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  ... 

12.13% 

43.22% 

0.12% 

— 

8.37% 

30  carcases  were  examined  in  connection  with  the  operation  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  The  entire  carcases  and  organs  of 
18  were  condemned,  the  remaining  12  were  passed,  less  any  part 
carcase  and  offal  which  were  surrendered. 

37  pigs  and  two  cattle  were  notified  as  suspected 
cases  of  Anthrax  under  the  provisions  of  the  Anthrax  Order, 
1938.  None  of  these  was  confirmed  as  positive  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

262  Swine  fever  contacts  were  received  for  slaughter  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Swine  Fever  Order,  1938. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  all  cattle  for  the  detection  of 
the  tapeworm  cyst  infection,  Cysticercus  Bovis,  was  carried  out 
conscientiously  throughout  the  year  and  resulted  in  the  retention 
of  96  carcases,  three  of  which  were  condemned  with  a  generalised 
infection.  The  disease  reached  its  peak  in  the  month  of  September 
when  34  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected,  and  then  gradually 
decreased  towards  the  close  of  the  year. 

(f)  Other  Foods 

Under  the  “  Unsound  Food  Provisions,”  the  undermentioned 
articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  and 
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condemned  : — 

73  lbs.  \  oz.  Assorted  Tinned  Milk. 

115  lbs.  9  ozs.  Assorted  Tinned  Vegetables. 

1943  lbs.  7  ozs.  Assorted  Tinned  Meat. 

44  lbs.  13|  ozs.  Assorted  Tinned  Fruit. 

35  lbs.  11  ozs.  Assorted  Tinned  Fish. 

370  lbs.  8  ozs.  Assorted  Wet  Fish. 

66  lbs.  Assorted  Fresh  Fruit. 

8  lbs.  6  ozs.  Assorted  Jams,  etc. 

21  lbs.  8  ozs.  Cake  and  Pastry  Mixture. 

2  lbs.  84  ozs.  Coffee. 

13  ozs.  Sauces. 

2  lbs.  11  ozs.  Malted  Milk,  etc. 

3  lbs.  104  ozs.  Table  Jellies. 

1  lb.  2  ozs.  Dates. 

9  ozs.  Sweets. 

18  lbs.  Beef  Liver. 

14  lbs.  Beef. 

5900  lbs.  Frozen  Mutton. 

Total  Weight — 8,622  lbs.  54  ozs. 

The  amount  of  meat,  offals,  and  other  foods  condemned 
was  : — 

93,916  lbs.  Beef. 

140,727  lbs.  Pork. 

1,478  lbs.  Veal. 

2,810  lbs.  Mutton. 

46  lbs.  Frozen  Beef. 

164  lbs.  Frozen  Mutton. 

8,626  lbs.  Other  Foods. 

A  total  of  114  tons  9  cwts.  21  lbs.  5  ozs. 

In  addition,  the  following  based  upon  a  statement  by  the 
County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors,  is  a  summary 
of  other  samples  obtained  in  the  Winsford  Urban  District  during 
the  year  1951  : — 
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Name  of  Sample 

Number 

obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised 
standard  of  quality 

Almonds,  ground... 

1 

Baked  Beans  with  Tomato  Sauce 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

— 

Cheese 

1 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

Gelatine,  Unsweetened  Bessert... 

1 

Ice  Cream  ... 

1 

— 

Iodised  Salt  ...  ... 

1 

Jam — Raspberry  ... 

1 

Margarine  ... 

1 

— 

Milk 

18 

— 

Pepper,  Ground  White  ... 

i 

— 

Saccharin  Tablet  ... 

1 

— 

Sulphur  &  Yeast  Tablets... 

1 

— 

Tongue  Paste 

1 

— 

TOTAL  . 

33 

— 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  all  the  samples  were  found 
to  be  genuine. 


SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


(1)  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  low,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  table  :  — 


Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  Year  1951. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Measles 

6 

Meningoccal  Infection  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

13 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

19 


Cases  occurring  in  age  groups  5  years  and  under  and 

over  5  years 


Diseases 

5  years  and  under 

Over  5  years 

Measles  ... 

4 

2 

Meningoccal  Infection... 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

(2)  Tuberculosis 


The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis  : — 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1951. 


Age  Periods 

[ 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year  ... 

1-5  years 

1 

... 

... 

... 

5  -  15 . 

15  -  25  . 

1 

2 

1 

25  -  35  „  . 

1 

1 

1 

35  -  45  „ 

1 

45  -  55  „  . 

55-65  . 

1 

1 

... 

65  and  upwards 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Totals 

5 

4 

1 

... 

2 

... 

During  1951,  10  cases  were  admitted  to  and  seven  discharged 
from  Sanatoria. 


Number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  years  :  — 

1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951 
72  73  83  97  103  93  96  90  92  93  92  72 

( 3 )  Mass  Radiography 

In  last  year’s  report  the  visit  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  s  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  the  town  was  mentioned. 
Comments  in  the  report  on  this  visit  may  be  of  interest,  and  read 
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as  follows  : — 

“  (1)  The  satisfactory  industrial  response  rate  (68.5  per 
cent).  This  may  have  been  due  to  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  examinees  were  X-rayed  on  their  own  firms’ 
premises.  It  was  found  necessary  to  visit  most  the 
works,  even  though  they  were  only  medium  sized  units, 
due  to  the  distance  between  the  various  factories. 

The  response  from  the  general  public  was  also 
considered  good,  considering  the  scattered  nature  of  the 
area. 

(2)  The  incidence  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis — a 
finding  of  0.7  per  1000  examined — is  very  low, 
especially  in  view  of  the  response  rate  obtained.” 

(4)  Scabies  and  Verminous  Infestation 

As  there  appeared  to  be  a  complete  disappearence  of  Scabies 
infestation  in  the  area,  the  Joint  Cleansing  Centre,  which  had 
been  operating  since  1942,  was  closed  down  on  22/7/50.  The 
premises  and  major  items  of  equipment  have,  however,  been 
retained  should  their  use  ever  become  necessary. 

(5)  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

The  disinfection  of  14  premises  following  cases  of  infectious 
disease  has  been  carried  out  as  a  normal  precautionary  measure. 
In  all  instances  a  5  per  cent  solution  formaldehyde  was  used  as 
the  disinfecting  agent.  Where  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
have  occurred  additional  precautionary  measures  were  advocated. 
These  entailed  a  thorough  “  spring  cleaning  ”  of  the  patient’s  room 
using  plenty  of  soap  and  water,  damp-dusting  of  furniture  and 
walls  with  a  suitable  disinfectant  (1/80  carbolic  acid  is  recom¬ 
mended),  a  good  airing  for  at  least  four  days,  washing  of  clothing 
and  steam  disinfection  of  bedding. 

Eight  premises  were  disinfested  following  complaints  of 
infestations  with  bed-bugs  and  fleas.  Liquid  insecticide  containing 
5  per  cent  DDT  was  extensively  applied,  and  in  some  cases  DDT 
and  Gammexane  smoke  generators  were  used  with  success. 

Visits  were  made  to  premises  infested  with  cockroaches  and 
ants  and  other  insect  pests.  Advisory  leaflets  were  distributed 
and  instructions  given  on  methods  of  eradication.  Preparations 
of  5  per  cent  DDT  or  5  per  cent  Gammexane  plus  pyrethrum 
powder  were  used  for  the  destruction  of  these  pests.  Now  that 
the  insecticide  DDT  can  be  purchased  universally,  householders 
themselves  are  carrying  out  disinfestations  against  cockroaches 
and  similar  pests. 
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I  would  like  to  say  in  closing  this  report  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  I  have  received  from  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  officials  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters  which 
have  arisen  during  the  year. 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August,  1952 
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